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ACTIVITY NAME:  

Grade 10 English: Narrative & Nonfiction in World Cultures, Black-

out Poetry 

DATES: Class sessions from November 10, 11, and 12, 2021  

ACTIVITY TIME: 30 minutes each session= 1.5 hours 

INSPIRATION: Participants in the Pre-Texts Facilitator Workshop 

shared the practice of Blackout Poetry, which is the first time I 

tried this. I immediately wanted to share it with my students, and 

it was a successful experience. In class, I shared the URL for in-

structions and images that model the practice:  

https://writers.com/what-is-blackout-poetry-examples-and-

inspiration 

INSTRUCTIONS: Our class worked with selected pages from three 

texts in our year-long curriculum: Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley, 

Macbeth, by William Shakespeare, and The Girl from the Tar Paper 

School: Barbra Rose Johns and the Advent of the Civil Rights Move-

ment, by Teri Kanefield. Students practiced Blackout Poetry to 

make connections between the words on the page and selections 

from Beowulf. We used colored markers to black out or omit words 

from the page as well as select words to create a poem that identi-

fied a specific theme in Beowulf. 

 WHAT DID WE DO?     We became aware of our ability to “write” 

poetry by omitting words and selecting words on a page, in this 

case, a pre-text, so we may create a new, original text. We created 

poems that revealed themes in Beowulf to identify connecting 

words and themes between our course texts. 

 



Grade 10 English, Narrative & Nonfiction in World Cultures 

Blackout Poetry using pages from Frankenstein 



ACTIVITY NAME: 

Grade 10 English: Narrative & Nonfiction in World Cultures,  

Beowulf, Dramatic Role Play with Skits 

DATES: Class sessions from November 15 through 19, 2021  

ACTIVITY TIME:  5 class periods @ 50 minutes each session= 4 

hours, 10 minutes 

INSPIRATION: Students in Grade 10 Narrative & Nonfiction in 

World Cultures are reading a translation of Beowulf and critically 

analyzing the role of the medieval hero who rescues the Danes from 

twelve winters of death and destruction caused by the monster, 

Grendel. The narrative is action-packed and generates potential for 

interpretation of physical movement, from Beowulf sailing to Den-

mark, to his engaging in multiple encounters that demonstrate his 

physical strength. When a story presents such detailed images of 

action, learners are invited to experience that action through role 

play since our human interpretation of story often leads to imita-

tion through dramatic responses. It is important that our classes 

provide opportunities for such role play with this in mind. 

INSTRUCTIONS:  Students are divided into groups to focus on a 

specific selection of the story. Each group collaborates to write an 

adaptation of the story which remains true to the details of action 

provided in the text. Students write, practice, and present there 

skits to the entire class. 

WHAT DID WE DO? We established our classroom as a safe space 

in which we could express our creative interpretations comfortably. 

We analyzed an ancient text and interpreted images expressed with 

words into several short scripts for dramatic roleplay.   



Grade 10 English, Narrative & Nonfiction in World Cultures 

 Beowulf: Dramatic Role Play with Skits 



ACTIVITY NAME: Gravestones as Contact Zones: How a place from 

Katharine Hepburn’s Hartford has changed or “died” in present-

day Hartford. Students in UCONN English 1004, Introduction to 

Academic Writing, earn Early College Experience Dual Enrollment 

credits as High School Seniors.  

DATE: November 12-19, 2021  

ACTIVITY TIME: Six 50 minute class sessions = 5 hours  

INSPIRATION: Students read Arts of the Contact Zone by Mary 

Louise Pratt and selections from Hartford, by Katherine Hepburn 

and On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous, by Ocean Vuong. We discuss 

the role of Hartford, CT in the Hepburn/Vuong texts and how the 

capital of CT has changed in the past century. As we identify spe-

cific changes, we are drawn to the writing on gravestones that re-

cord history. Since epitaphs memorialize loved people by writing a 

final statement on a gravestone, our class inquiry considers,  “How 

have epitaphs from the past influenced current epitaph writing? 

What words and phrases are most commonly borrowed to memori-

alize a person? How may gravestones become contact zones?” 

INSTRUCTIONS: Take a field trip to a local cemetery to investigate 

these questions while researching places in Greater Hartford that 

have changed over the past century. Students curate details from 

local grave carvers while also designing gravestones out of shoe 

boxes. Each grave memorializes an historic place in Hartford that 

demonstrates change. Students include artifacts in their grave 

boxes which express specific details about the kinds of change 

they observe.  

WHAT DID WE DO? Pratt’s essay informed our understanding of 

contact zones and we investigated how places change to 

acknowledge the broad and diverse experience of history. 





Grade 12 English, ECE UCONN ENGL 1004 & 1010 

 Gravestones as Contact Zones and  

Doodles as Annotations on Eliot’s “Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 



ACTIVITY NAME: Doodles as Annotations on the poem, “The 

Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” by T. S. Eliot 

DATE: December 1, 2021 

ACTIVITY TIME: One class period, 50 minutes 

INSPIRATION: The poem, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock, 

by T. S. Eliot is rich with imagery that draws on allusions to a 

variety of texts (Bible and Hamlet), a world-renowned Renais-

sance artist (Michelangelo) and mythic creatures (mermaids). 

These images warrant written and drawn engagement with the 

text. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Students use colorful markers, pencils, and 

pens to draw on a printed copy of the text as a form of annota-

tion. As they draw, students consider how the drawing express-

es their critical thinking and analysis of the words. When draw-

ing is completed, each student hangs the physical paper on the 

line in the classroom to stand and observe their creations, 

share their responses, and learn through observation and con-

versation. 

WHAT DID WE DO? We explored ways to express ideas through 

art and presented connections between challenging lines of po-

etry by T. S Eliot with images that make connections to the ide-

as and themes central to the poem.  



ACTIVITY NAME:  

Grade 9 World Literature: Recognizing & Identifying  

Homeric Allusions 

DATE: February 15, 2022  

ACTIVITY TIME: One class period, 50 minutes  

INSPIRATION: Grade 9 World Literature is reading The Odyssey. 

This activity focuses on the existence of Homeric allusions in a 

variety of texts. In this case, the song lyrics for, “The Cave” by 

Mumford and Sons, refer to several allusions to The Odyssey and 

students are encouraged to find and discuss them. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Teacher/Facilitator will handout hard copies of song lyrics for 

“The Cave” by Mumford and Sons. 

Colored markers and pencils are available for drawing on the 

page. 

Students watch the song YouTube video at this URL:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNy8llTLvuA 

Students doodle and annotate text where they recognize and 

identify Homeric allusions in the song lyrics by making direct 

connections to The Odyssey, Book 12 with the Sirens. Students 

will hang their pages on the line and share and discuss the allu-

sions.  

WHAT DID WE DO? We made connections between a challenging 

text, The Odyssey and contemporary song lyrics while finding al-

lusions to the text and engaging in discussion about the inten-

tions of the writers. 



Grade 9 World Literature 

Recognizing & Identifying  

Homeric Allusions 



ACTIVITY NAME: Grade 9 World Literature: Making Handmade 

Journals & Drawing with Writing Prompts  

DATE: Journal Making began at the beginning of school in Septem-

ber 2021, and writing in the journals is continuous throughout the 

school year, at least once a week.  

ACTIVITY TIME: Making the journals took four 50 minute class pe-

riods, which is a total of 3 hours and 30 minutes. Journal writing 

which includes responding to a prompt with drawing, takes ap-

proximately 15 minutes during multiple class periods throughout 

the school year.  

INSPIRATION: Inspiration for this activity comes from two sources, 

both the Cartonera style book making presented by Cultural 

Agents as well as the ancient Coptic stitch used for book making, 

which is a practice I learned from my school’s art teacher. This kin-

esthetic learning activity combines the use of recycled cardboard, 

paper, and waxed thread to stitch the pages to the binding, and re-

cycled fabric used for the book covers as a creative way to start the 

school year for ninth graders, especially as they begin their curric-

ulum reading ancient texts, The Epic of Gilgamesh and The Odys-

sey.    

INSTRUCTIONS: Students cut pieces of cardboard for their book co-

vers; they fold paper and use waxed thread to stich pages into the 

binding. They use recycled fabric to design and create an interest-

ing cover for this journal they use to draw and write in throughout 

the school year. Drawings follow prompts such as responses about 

The Globe Theatre. 

WHAT DID WE DO? We used an ancient skill to make something 

new. We use art as a form of critical thinking to prompt discussion. 



Grade 9 World Literature 

Book Making & Drawing Writing Prompts 


